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Why policies matter

❑ Policies (for services) inform users (humans and machines) about 

the principles of operation, rights, roles and responsibilities, uses 

and reuse, etc.

❑ Role in building trust in infrastructure

❑ Required in certification frameworks for repositories (e.g. Core Trust 

Seal)

❑ Required in the EOSC onboarding process 
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OpenDOAR

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/id/repository/4006 

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/id/repository/4573 

Policy information is not available

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/id/repository/4006
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/id/repository/4573
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re3data
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FAIRsharing
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EOSC Provider Portal - Inclusion Criteria

Key information must be in English due to the limitations of current project 
resources (thought this may change in future) 

● The provider and resource profiles must be in English
● The basic information in the User Interface for the service must be 

available in English
● Privacy statements, terms of use and Service Level Agreements, 

Specifications and Descriptions must be available in English. Other 
documentation may be in the native language only. 

● The Helpdesk or support function must be able to answer queries in 
English at a minimum.

https://eosc-portal.eu/providers-documentation/eosc-provider-portal-inclusion-criteria
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CoreTrustSeal

❑ Complex requirements

❑ Detailed documentation 

❑ PolicIES (preservation policy is particularly important)

CoreTrustSeal Standards and Certification Board. (2019). CoreTrustSeal 
Trustworthy Data Repositories Requirements: Extended Guidance 
2020–2022 (v02.00-2020-2022). Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3632533
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Problems

❑ Many repositories lack policies

❑ Aggregators require technical standards to be met, but policies are 
not mandatory

❑ It is difficult for repository owners and managers to envisage all 
aspects that should be covered

An attempt to standardize repository policies:

Templates and guidelines are provided by OpenDOAR 
(https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/policytool/)  but they do not cover 
all the aspects. In the old version of OpenDOAR policies were more 
extensively covered.

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/policytool/
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OpenDOAR Policy Support (new version)

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/policytool/

● Metadata Policy (for information describing items in the repository)

● Data Policy (for full-text and other full data items)

● Content Policy (for document types and datasets)

● Submission Policy (concerning depositors, quality and copyright)

● Preservation Policy

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/policytool/
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OpenDOAR Policies Tool (old version)

https://web.archive.org/web/20120511075630/http://opendoar.org/tools/en/policies.php 

https://web.archive.org/web/20120511075630/http://opendoar.org/tools/en/policies.php
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OpenDOAR (old version) - Statistics
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RePol

❑ Can be upgraded to generate various policy types (currently, 

templates for repository policies and privacy policies)

❑ Modular structure

❑ An attempt to standardize policy content

❑ XML export supported

❑ If saved (as XML), policy may be imported back in and edited

❑ Designed with machine actionability in mind

https://repol.ni4os.eu/  

https://repol.ni4os.eu/
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OpenDOAR RePol

Preamble + Designated community (adopted from CTS)

Metadata policy (access rights and permissions for information describing 
items in the repository, and the minimum metadata requirements)

Metadata policy

Data policy (access rights and (re-)use permissions for full-text and other full 
data items)

Data policy

Content policy (tating the types and versions of documents and datasets 
held)

Content policy

Submission policy (eligible depositors, quality control and copyright 
statements)

Submission policy

Privacy policy (also mentioning third-party applications)

Curation policy (adopted from CTS)

Preservation policy (long-term retention, migration, and withdrawal 
protocols)

Preservation policy

Harvesting policy (suggested by CORE)

Policy elements
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Machine readability/actionability

“While all of the policies we reviewed are machine readable in as much 
as they are available in HTML and/or PDF formats from the web, we did 
not find any evidence that any of the policies were described using a 
structured data markup schema. To enable machine-actionable 
workflows to be carried out in a FAIR ecosystem, it will be crucial that 
the status of policies governing data sharing can be interpreted 
unambiguously by both humans and machines.” 

Davidson, Joy, Engelhardt, Claudia, Proudman, Vanessa, Stoy, Lennart, & Whyte, Angus. (2019). 
D3.1 FAIR Policy Landscape Analysis (v1.0_draft). FAIRsFAIR. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3558173 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3558173
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The basis for machine actionability



Research Data Management: NI4OS-Europe toolbox and good practices at EOSC, 7 December 2021

Challenges

❑ Reaching consensus regarding the structure of policies and adopting 

common standards

❑ Responsibility: Who will be responsible for what?

❑ Sustainability: Who will maintain and update the services?

❑ Duplication of effort



Questions?

e-mail: biblioteka@itn.sanu.ac.rs
Twitter: @lessormore4

mailto:biblioteka@itn.sanu.ac.rs

